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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Herne  Bay  Urban  District  Council. 


Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  twelfth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  Herne  Bay,  with  wThich  is  included 
the  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  Urban  District  show 
an  increase  in  the  population  (as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General)  of  some  220  people.  A decrease  in 
the  birth  rate  is  shown  from  17*53  in  1953  to  11.42  in 
1954*  The  death  rate  increased  from  9*42  in  1953  to 
11.22  in  1954  - but  by  reference  to  the  table  on  page  9 
it  will  be  seen  that  82fo  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons 
over  the  age  of  60,  and  the  main  cause  of  these  deaths 
is  shown  to  be  Heart  Diseases.  There  was  also  a rise 
in  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  from  20.49  in  1953  to  23*9  in  1954*  The  stillbirth 
rate,  however,  was  slightly  lover , and  once  again  no  ' 
maternal  deaths  were  reported  during  1954* 

As  regards  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases, 
the  number  of  notifications  received  (225)  was  lower  than 
in  1953  (393)*  I am  pleased  to  say  that  no  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis,  and  only  2 cases  of  Pood  Poisoning,  were 
notified  in  the  period  under  review. 

The  Health  Services  provided  in  the  Town,  through 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  are  set  out  in  some  detail; 
they  are  available  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town,  and 

are  adequate . 

Housing  continued  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
matters  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Urban  District 
Council;  full  details  of  this  aro  given  in  the  section 
of  the  Report  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector . 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of 
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the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their 
support  and  encouragement,  and  all  the  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  staff  for  their  devotion  to 
duty  at  all  times  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman, 
Meedames  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.L.  BROCKLEEURST. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and 

Principal  Medical  Officer, 
Area  Ho„2,  K.C.C. 
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HERNE  BAY  URBAN  PI &TRI CT 


STATIbTICS  aND  LOCT.AL  CON DITIONfc  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (including  inland  water)  - 8,566  acres  ) 
(Tidal  water  - 323  M ) 

Population  - 1954  (Registrar-General) 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1554) 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 


8,889  acres 
17,900 

£195,240.0.0. 

£810.0.0. 


E"  .TRAC TO  FROM  VITAL  i TAT'ibTICE  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 

M 

F 

Herne  Bay 

Englai 

Live  Births 

118 

96 

U.D. 

& Wale 

214 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate 

193 

104 

89 

per  1 ,000 
estimated 

1 1 .42 

15-2 

I llegitimate 

21 

14 

7 

population 
mid-1 954 

Sti llbirths 

6 

3 

3 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 
(live  and 
still) 

births 

23.9 

24. c 

Deaths 

306 

135 

171 

Death  Rate 
per  1 ,000 
estimated 
population 
mid-1 954 

11  .22 

11.  j 

I 


ths  from  Maternal  Causes  - 
regnancy,  Childbirth  or 
bortion 

th  Hate  of  Infants  under  one 

sar  of  age  : - 

Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

itimate  Infants  per  1,000 
sgitimate  live  births 

Bgitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000 
Llegitimate  live  births 

-natal  (Infants  under  4 weeks) 
sr  1 ,000  live  births 


Herne  Bay 
U.D. 


7- 

England  & 
Wales 


Nil 


0.69 


2300  15.9 

Nil  ( not 

available 


INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

Causes  of  Death  : 

Number  of 

Deaths 

Neo-Natal : 
Infants 
under 

4 weeks 

Infants 

from 

4 weeks 
to  1 year 

Multiple  Congenital  Deformities 

1 

- 

Prematurity  

2 

- 

asphyxia  

- 

1 

Paennonia  

- 

1 

TOTAL  INFANT  DEATHS 

3 

2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HERNE  BAY  URBAN  DISTRICT  DURING  1 954 


ALL  CAUSES 

Male§ 

135 

. 

Pern  a le 

IP7!! 

1 . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

4 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ... 

_ 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria  ....  ... 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomi'-elitis 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  • 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .. 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

h 

2 

11  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

6 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

1 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . 

17 

9 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . ...  

- 

- 

1 6. 

Diabetes  ...  

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

1 4 

40 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

24 

10 

19. 

Hypertensions  with  heart  disease  

3 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

18 

53 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  

8 

6 

22. 

Influenza  

1 

_ 

23. 

Pneumonia  

7 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis  

3 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea.  ... 

— 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  ... 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion. 

- 

. 31  . 

Congenital  malformations  

- 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

11 

23 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents ... 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

- 

36. 

t 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ... 
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Number  of  Deaths  and  different  age  .groups  during  each  Month 


Age 

f January 

Februai y 

March 

i — 1 

u 

a 

<q 

May 

June 

July 

§ 

HO 

September 

October 

o 

& 

s 

% 

Dece  nber 

Age 

Group 

Total 

Under 

1 year. 

1 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

“ 

— 

1 

1 

6 

1 - 2 

. 



“ 

_ . 

2-3 

- 

r"  u 

- 

- 

. 

3-4 

- 

4-5 

- 

5-10 

- 

. _ 

- 

-J- 

10  - 15 

i - 

i 

- 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

15-20 

! 

| 

_ 

. L 

.1  __ 

- 

- 

• 

r 

i 

1 

1 

20  - 30 

j 

t 

i 

L „ 

r 

- 

30  - 40 

- 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

7 

40  - 50 

2 

. 

_L, 

1 



1 

3 

1 4 

50  - 6o 

2 

h2 

2 

i 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

^ , 

20 

60  - 70 

3 

7 

4 

3 

5 

9 

8 

5 

11 

.9 
- ^ 

4„_ 

6 

74 

70  - 80 

12 

10 

10 

10 

8 

6 

13 

8 

7 

5 

11 

11 

111 

80  - 90 

Q 

7 

8 

7 

13 

4 

8 

4 

3 

' 

3 

7 

5 

| . 79  __  .. 

90  - 1 00 

2 

4 

1 

.1. 

1 

1 

' 

- ! 

__ 

_ j 

I ii 

TOTALS 

r 

! 

31  131 

1 

27 

27 

24 

30 

21 

27 

„ 

25 

% 

> 1 

323 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  Trig  AREA. 


Herne  Bay  is  a seaside  holiday  resort  on  the 
northern  coast  of  Kent,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  Estuary. 
Bounded  on  the  north  side  by  the  North  Sea.  it  is  almost 
surrounded  by  the  rural  villages  of  the  Bridge-Blean  Rural 
District  from  the  east  and  west  it  lies  between  the 
Whit stable  Urban  District  and  Birchington  in  the  Borough  of 
Margate,  and  the  south  side  of  the  town  is  approximately 
eight  miles  from  the  City  of  Canterbury. 

The  town  is  essentially  a holiday  resort,  and  a 
large  percentage  of  the  population  is  engaged  in  catering 
for  the  needs  of  the  visitors  who  take  holidays  there  during 
the  summer  months,  when  the  population  figure  is  almost 
double  that  of  the  winter  period. 

There  is  a large  residential  area  in  the  Urban 
District,  and  as  the  town  is  within  easy  reach  of  London 
many  of  the  inhabitants  travel  each  day  to  their  employ- 
ment in  the  City. 

In  addition  to  the  Town’s  Education  and  Utility 
Services  - (Schools,  Electricity,  Gas,  Water,  Fire, 
Transport,  Local  Government  and  Postal  Services)  - there 
are  a number  of  Professional  and  Commercial  establishments 
and  Light  Industrial  undertakings  which  provide  employment 
for  a good  percentage  of  workers  Agricultural  employment 
is  provided  in  the  rural  area. 

The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  Education 
Authority  for  the  Urban  District,  and.  there  are  four 
County  Primary  Schools  and  one  County  Modern  School  under 
this  Authority.  There  are  also  a number  of  Boarding  and 
Day  Schools  and  Convalescent  and  Children’s  Homes,  as  well 
as  Residential  and  Day  Nurseries  Holiday  Homes  and  Homes 
for  Old  Peoole  and  the  chronic  sick;  Herne  Bay  Hospital 
and  Herne  Hosoital  at  Herne  Common,  where  a number  of 
nursing  and  domestic  workers  are  employed. 


METEOROLOGY. 


The  Council  maintain  a Meteorological  Station  on  ' 
the  sea  front,  and  daily  weather  readings  are  transmitted  to 
the  Air  Ministry.  The  following  are  the  readings  for  the 

year  1 954  • - 


Period 

Sunshine 

Hours 

Rainfall 

Inches 

1 954 

1486.3 

20.  88 

Daily 

average 

4.  06 

, 057 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA  AS  PROVIDED 

BY  THE  KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  pathological  and  bacteriological  work  for  the 
Urban  District  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory, 

County  Hall,  Maidstone,  free  of  charge. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority 
for  the  provision  of  the  Ambulance 'Service  throughout  the 

County. 

The  Whitstable  Station  at  Horsebridge,  Whitstable, 
covers  the  Herne  Bay  area.  The  nearest  neighbouring  stations 
(according  to  location  of  requirement)  are  Canterbury, 

Faversham  and  Broadstairs. 

The  following  statistics  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  give  particulars  of  the  patients  carried,  number  of 
journeys  made,  etc, from  the  Whitstable  Station.  These  figures 
include  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay  and  the  surrounding  areas 


Ambulance 

Hospital  Car 

Service 

Service 

Number  of  patients  carried 

22,622 

35 

Number  of  journeys 

4,791 

15 

Number  of  emergency  cases 

500 

- 

Mileage 

1 73 , 6l  9 

764 

Nursing  in  the  Homs. 

The  Kent  County  Council  provide  a free  Home  Nursing 
Service,  and  apart  from  cases  of  emergency  and  accident  a 
patient  may  obtain  the  services  of  a Home  Nurse  if  requested 
by  the  medical  practitioner  in  attendance.  The  Home  Nurses 
appointed  to  serve  in  the  Urban  District  are  :- 

Mrs.  D. M.  Thompson,  Mrs.  C.  Sw inford, 

Mrs.  P.  Epps  and  Mrs.  V.F..  Ray. 

Domestic  Hein  Service. 


Domestic  help  is  obtainable  for  the  sick  and  aged  and 
infirm,  and  in  cases  of  urgent  need.  The  scheme  is  Operated 
from  the  Kent  County  Council’s  Clinic  in  Kings  Road,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Area  Organiser,  Mrs.  A.  Kingston. 

Health  Visitors,  School  Nurse  and  Infant  Life  Protection  Officer 

The  Health  Visiting,  School  Nursing  and  Infant  Life 
Protection  Services  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council,  who 
provide  two  nurses..  During  1 95U  Miss  H.  P.  L.  Acton  and 
Miss  M.  Hughes  shared  these  duties. 

The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  is  carried  out  by 
Miss  M.  Brangan. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics . 

Clinics  continued  to  be  held  regularly  throughout  the 
year  at  the  Kent  County  Council's  Health  Centre  in  Kings  Road, 
Herne  Bay,  (Tuberculosis  Dispensar^r  in  Cavendish  Road) ; and 
the  following  table  gives  the  days  and  times  when  the  various 
sessions  are  held  : 


Clinics 

Sessions 

Days 

Times 

Maternity  Clinics 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 
Clinics 

7.E 

Fridays 

9.  30  a.  m. 

W omen’s  We 1 fa re  Cl in i " 

The  Health  Centre, 

Kings  Road. 

1 st  and  pFd 
Thursdays 

Mornings 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

The  Health  Centre, 

Kings  Road. 



Mondays  & 
Thursdays 

. 

Afternoons  j 

35  These  Clinics  y/ere  cancelled  during  1 953  owing  to  poor 
i attendance,  and  have  not  yet  re-commenced.  jfl 

Dental  Clinic. 
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Patients  are  attended  to  at  the  Dental  Clinic, 
Health  Centre,  Kings  Road,  Herne  Bay,  by  appointment  only, 
on  Wednesday  mornings  and  afternoons. 

School  Health  Service. 

Medical  and  dental  treatment  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council,  as  follows 


Minor  Ailments  Clinics 

Days  and  attendance 
of  Medical  Officer 

The  Health  Centre, 

Kings  Road, 

Herne  Bay. 

Mondays  and  Wednesdays  of 
each  week,  and  2nd  and  Uth 
Saturday  morning  in  each 
month. 

The  Masonic  Hall,  Whitstable. 

Every  Saturday  morning. 

Specialist  School  Clinics. 

Attendance  at  these  County  Council  Clinics  is  by 
appointment  only,  application  for  treatment  being  made  to  the 

County  Medical  Officer  : - 


Clinics 

Address  of  Centres 

Child  Guidance 

51 , London  Road, 

Canterbury. 

Ophthalmic 

The  Health  Centre, 

Kings  Road,  Herne  Bay, 

& 

Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital, 

Canterbury. 

Orthopaedic 

Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital, 

Canterbury. 

Speech  Defects 

| 

County  Clinic, 

\ 

— . 

9U  Whitstable  Road, 
Canterbury. 
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Clinic  Services  provided  through  the  Hospital  Service  : 


The  following  Clinics  are  administered  by  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  : 


i 

Clinics 


Sessions 

Days  Times 


4 

I 


Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  : 

K.  C.C.  Chest  Clinic, 

Cavendish  Road, 

Herne  Bay. 

1 0.  00.  a.  m. 
to 

Tuesdays  12.30  p.  m. 

Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital,  Herne  Bay. 

Refills  .... 

Tuesdays  1.45  p.  m. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  : 

Kent  and  Canterbury 

Hospital, 

Canterbury. 

(Women)  2.30  p.  m. 

Tuesdays  to 

Fridays  3.  30  p.  m. 

(Men)  5. 00  p. m. 

Tuesdays  to 

Fridays  6.30  p.m. 

Hospitals. 


The  hospitals  serving  the  Urban  District  are  operated 
by  the  Local  Hospital  Management  Committee,  which  is  under  the- 
control  of  the  South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Boa; 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  Urban  District  are  * 

Isolation  Hospital  : 

Haine  Isolation  Hospital,  Ramsgate. 

General  Hospitals  : 

Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital,  Canterbury. 

Herne  Bay  Memorial  Hospital. 

Whitstable  and  Tanicerton  Hospital. 

Herne  Hospital. 

Nunnery  Fields  Hospital,  Canterbury,  | 

(for  old  people) 

« 

The  following  Children's  Convalescent  Home  is  also  1 
administered  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  : 

The  Crole  Wyndham  Convalescent  Home  for 

f!h  i 1 rl  non 
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Small-pox  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  a scheme  in 
operation  whereby  smallpox  patients  may  be  admitted  to 
The  River  Hospitals  (Long  Reach) , Dartford,  Kent.  No 
caes  were  notified  during  1 954. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

Sections  1 87  to  1 944  Public  Health  Act,  1 956. 

Only  one  Nursing  Home  was  operating  during  1954,  and 
the  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of  beds,  etc. 
available  at  the  end  of  December,  1954  • - 


Year 

1954 


No.  of 
Homes 


i No.  of  beds  provided 

for  : 

"Maternity  Others 


Totals 


Homes  first 
registered 
during  year 


Homes  on 
register  at 
end  of  year 


15 


15 


i 


Inspections  of  the  Home  were  carried  out  at  regular 

intervals  during  the  year. 


Convalescent  Homes.  Holiday  Homes,  etc. 

There  are  5 Convalescent  Homes  in  the  Urban  District 

with  accommodation  for  some  300  patients. 

$ 

There  are  also  5 Holiday  Homes,  accommodating 
approximately  210  women  and  children. 

"Batesholme",  Grand  Drive,  which  comes  under  the 
control  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  accommodates  20  unwanted 

children. 


There  are  now  3 Residential  and  Da 37  Nurseries  in  the 
Urban  District,  accommodating  approximately  90  children. 

At  ’'Cripplecraft",  Strode  Park,  Herne,  there  is 
accommodation  for  a large  number  of  disabled  persons,  many  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  making  various  useful  and  decorative 
articles. 


16, 

National  Assistance  Act.  1 948  - Sections  47  and  SO. 


Three  persons  were  buried  by  the  Council  under 
Section  50  of  the  Act. 

Public  Mortuary. 

The  Council  own  an  up  to  date  public  mortuary, 
comprising  a post  mortem  room  with  refrigeration  facilities 
for  four  bodies;  also,  a panelled  chapel  and  viewing  room, 
which  has  independent  access.  Mr.  E. P.  Jempson,  of  the 
Health  Department,  acts  as  Mortuary  Superintendent,  and 
keeps  all  records  of  bodies  admitted  and  of  post  mortem 
examinations.  He  also  maintains  an  attractive  garden  at 
the  mortuary  entrance. 

During  the  year  36  bodies  were  admitted,  and  post 
mortem  examinations  were  held  there. 


Schools. 

There  are  five  Boarding  Schools  and  one  Day  School 
in  the  Urban  District  with  accommodation  for  some 


addition  there  are  four  County  Primary  and  Junio 
Schools  and  one  County  Modern  School,  attended  by  aporoximate 
1 ,670  children. 

Herne  Bay  is  now  well  provided  by  the  Kent  Executiv 
Committee,  for-  since  1 952  two  n ew  schools  have  been  construct' 
viz  i a new  Junior  and  Infants  School  at  Hampton  and  a County 
Modern  School  at  Greenhill. 

The  completion  of  the  County  Modern  School  at 
Greenhill  in  1 95U  released  buildings  formerly  used  at  Kings  R< 
The  released  buildings  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Junior  Sch: 
and  have  been  much  improved  to  provide  an  assembly  hall,  etc. 
A longstanding  deficiency  in  the  number  of  closets  and  wash- 
hand  basins  has  been  resolved  by  a substantial  reduction  in 
the  number  of  pupils  at  Kings  Road  from  950  to  less  than  U00. 

* 

Herne  Church  of  England  School  was  undergoing 
improvement  at  the  end  of  1 954. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISKA SE S 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  during  the  year,  with  an  analysis  of 
cases  under  age  groups 


i 

DISEASES 

7 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

• * 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

64 

1 

— 

Measles 

6 

1 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

3 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

* 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

Chickenpox 

1 44 

24 

- 

TOTALS 

225 

32 

Prom  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  showed  a decrease  upon  the 
previous  year's  figures  - 225  compared  with  393'  The 
prevailing  disease  appeared  to  be  Chickenpox,  but  this  is 
offset  by  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Measles  reported. 

Of  the  225  cases  of  infectious  disease,  189  occurred 
in  133  private  families,  28  in  two  Children's  Convalescent 
Homes  and  7 in  a Nursery  Home.  Cases  occurring  in  the  Homes 

may  be  divided  as  follows 

Scarlet  Fever  : 1 ca3e  in  a Convalescent  Home. 

Chic kenoox  : 24  cases  in  a Convalescent  Home,  2 cases 

in  a Children’s  Home,  and  7 cases  in  a 
Nursery  Home. 


Dysentery  : 


1 case  in  a Convalescent  Home. 
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Measles  : The  number  of  cases  of  Measles  notified  during 

1 95U  was  almost  negligible  compared  with  those 
for  the  preceding  year  - 6 cases  as  against  225  for  1 953. 

1 notification  was  received  in  the  first  quarter,  1 case  in 
the  second  quarter,  3 cases  in  the  third  quarter  and  1 case 
in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Each  case  occurred  in  a 
separate  private  family.  The  following  table  shows  the 
incidence  of  Measles  for  the  last  five  years  : - 


Children 

Children 

Year  and  Quarter 

1 - 5 

5-15 

Adults 

TOTALS 

years 

years 

1 950:  March  Quarter 

76 

1 81 

6 

June  " 

1 56 

13U 

1 2 

Sept. 

3 

1 

1 

Dec.  i! 

3 

3 

- 

T01AL3  for  1 950  : 

238 

31  9 

1 9 

576 

1 951 : March  Quarter 

7 

6 

2 

June  " 

9 

1 

— 

Sept. 

1 

2 

— 

Dec.  " 

1 

- 

- 

TOTALS  for  1951  : 

18 

9 

2 

29 

1 952:  March  Quarter 

2 

2 

1 

June  f; 

5 

3 

1 

Sept. 

13 

3 

1 

Dec.  " 

32 

72 

- 

TOTALS  for  1 952  : 

52 

80 

^ 

J 

1953*  March  Quarter 

83 

1 07 

5 

June 

1 9 

1 0 

— 

Sept.  M 

1 

— 

— 

Dec. 

- 

- 

- 

i , 

TOTALS  for  1 953  : 

103 

117 

5 

225 

195U:  March  Quarter 

1 

June  " 

2 

— 

a 

1 

Sept.  " 

— ■ 

1 

— 

Dec.  " 

1 

- 

- 

TOTALS  for  1 95 U : 

1 

1 

6 

-?  ■ 1 l; 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 


lit 

A very  satisfactory  position  can  be 
reported  here,  as  no  cases  were  notified 
during  1 954. 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  : There  were  3 cases  notified  during  the 

year  - 1 man  and  2 children  - all  of 
whom  were  treated  at  home. 

Dysentery  ; The  only  case  of  Dysentery  affected  a 

boy  aged  7.  years  who  was  treated  at 
Haine  Isolation  Hospital. 

Chickenpox  : During  the  year  under  review,  109 

cases  were  notified  in  93  families,  34  in 
two  Children's  Homes,  and  1 case  in  Hospital,  making  a total  of 
1 UJU  cases.  These  affected  28  children  under  school  age,  77 
school  children  and  4 adults.  The  following  table  shows  the 
incidence  of* Chickenpox  during  the  past  five  years 


Year  and  Quarter 

Children 

1 - 5 
years 

Children 

5-15 

years 

i 

Adults 

TOTALS 

1 950:  March  Quarter 

1 

2 

7 

June  " 

1 

5 

1 

Sept. 

1 

3 

- 

Dec. 

2 j 

r 

o 

1 ! 

TOTALS  for  19^0  : 

6 

21 

2 

29 

1 951  : March  Quarter 

5 

18 

2 

June  " 

7 

50 

1 

Sept.  " 

- 

23 

2 

Dec.  " 

4 

20 

4 

TOTALS  for  1 951  : 

1 6 

111 

9 

136 

1 952:  March  Quarter 

20 

73 

9 

June  " 

13 

■24 

1 

Sept.  " 

9 

16 

3 

Dec.  " 

1 4 

35  ■ 

4 

TOTALS  for  1 952  : 

56 

1 48 

17  : 

221 

1 953  * March  Quarter 

4 

20 

i 

June  " 

1 6 

36 

2 

1 

Sept.  " 

3 

7 

! 

! 1 

Dec.  " 

1 

3 

1 

TOTALS  for  1 955 

24 

66 

5 

-95 

1 954 ’•  March  Quarter 

1 

J une  11 

71 

15 

1 

Sept.  " 

1 5 

36 

2 

Dec.  " 

- 

3 

! 

| 

TOTALS  for  1 95h  : 

86 

. . 5h  .. 

b 

144 

The  following  tables  give  the  age  incidence  of  the 
various  notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  occurred  during 

the  year  : - 


DISEASES 

AGE 

I N 

C I 

D E 

N C 

E 

Under 

1 year 

CM 

1 

N"\ 

1 

CM 

i 

m 

in 

i 

j- 

o 

- 

:..l- 

n 

in 

T- 

1 

c 

0 

CM  „ 

1 

in 

V 

in 

KS 

1 

O 
• CM 

. --in 

-Ct 

i 

n 

m 

in 

l£) 

1 

in 
• -=r 

d 

Scarlet  Fever 

, 

1 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

5 

11 

6 

5 

32 

3 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chickenpox 

3 

8 

4 

3 

1 0 

96 

15 

2 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Inf.  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

5 

13 

15 

11 

18 

136 

1 9 

3 

2 

1 

2 

=J 

TUBERCULOS  IS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Year  1954. 

Age 

Periods 

ii 

New  Cases  ii  Deaths 

Pulmonary  Pu^Snary  | 

Pul monarv  PnVmnnarv 

M F M F 1 

M F 

. M . ..  F . 

0 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65  • 

65  & over 

1 : 

2 1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

_ _ 

1 

2 

1 

1 — 

TOTALS 

5 1 

- 1 

1 

4 

21 


Inward  and  Outward  Transfers, 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Recoveries,  etc. 

M 

F 

Inward  transfers  from  other 
areas  

7 

->J 

1 

j 

1 j - 

Outward  Transfers  to  other 
areas  ...  ...  ... 

5 

i 6 

1 

i 

i 

— i 

Restored  to  Register  on 

return  to  district  ... 

- 

Reported  to  be  "Recovered". 

1 

l 

1 1 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  end  of  1 954  were  : - 


Type  of  Case 

Male 

| Female 

Totals 

Pulmonary  Cases  

73 

1 63 

176 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases. 



1 3 

15 

33 

TOTALS 

r- — — - — — . . 

91 

78 

169 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  : Care  and  Aftercare. 

A scheme  is  operated  jointly  by  the  Kent  County 
Council  and  the  Kent  Council  of  Social  Service  for  the 
provision  of  care  and  aftercare  of  patients  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis.  Through  this  scheme  arrangements  are  made, 
where  necessary,  for  assistance  to  be  rendered  in  various 
ways  - the  provision  of  shelters,  extra  milk  and  meat,  and 
the  provision  of  beds,  bedding  and  clothing. 

Home  visiting  is  carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  for  the  area,  who  gives  suitable  advice  to  the 

patients. 


Where  there  is  need,  help  is  given  in  solving 
housing  problems  and  assisting  with  removal  expenses;  the 
admission  of  patients  to  Holiday  Homes  is  arranged.  In  the 
, case  of  unemployment  endeavours  are  made  to  find  suitable 
posts  for  patients  who  are  fit  to  work.,  and  materials  are 
provided  for  recreational  therapy. 


22  . 


Public  Health  '^Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations.  1 92  s 

Public  Health  Act.  1956  - Section  172. 

• 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Pub: 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor 
under  Section  1 72  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 936. 

Disinfec  tion. 

During  the  year  the  following  disinfection  was 
carried  out 


Visits  made  re  Infectious  Diseases  ....  24 

Houses  disinfected  24 

Mattresses  and  bedding  disinfected  ....  14 
" " destroj^ed  ....  7 

The  Urban  District  Council  own  a plant  which 
disinfects  bedding  by  vapourising  a chemical  germicide  in  a 
sealed  chamber. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

The  following  are  the  particulars*  supplied  by  th< 
County  Medical  Officer,  of  Immunisations  carried  out  in  the 
Urban  District  during  1 954  : 

Tab le_I  shows  the  number  of  children  resident  in  1 
Urban  District,  in  age  groups,  who  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria,  and  the  number  of  those  receiving  reinforcing 
inoculations 


Year  of  Birth 

No.  of 
Primary 
Inoculations 

No.  of 
Reinforcing 
Inoculat ions 

1 954  ) 

Under 

9 

1 953  ) 

Five 

139 

— 

1952 

Years 

20 

_ 

1 951  ) 

of 

3 

1 950  ) 

Age 

3 

29 

19U9  ) 

5 

1 02 

1 948  ) 

3 

18 

1 9U7  ) 

School 

6 

20 

1 946  ) 

1 

9 

19U5  ) 

Children 

2 

54 

1 944  ) 

1 

15 

1 943  ) 

1 

4 

1 942  ) 

1 

j 1 941  ) 

1 940  ) 

- 

- 

Total  No. 
in 

immunised 

1 

1 94 

251 

23 


Table  II  shows  the  number  of  children  under  the 
age  of  1 5 years  on  31 st  December,  1954  who  had  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  - 
i. e.  at  any  time  since  1 st  January,  1 940 


r 




Year  of  Birth 

Number  of  Children  Immunised 

" 

Last  complete 

Last  complete 

course  of 

course  of 

injections 

injections 

1 950  - 1 954 

1 949  or 
earlier 

1 954  ) Under 

9 

1 953  ) Five 

149 

— 

1 952  ) Years 

163 

— 

1 951  ) of 

169 

— 

1 950  ) Age 

1 92 

- 

1949  ) 

206 

1 0 

1 948  ) 

1 82 

24 

1 947  ) School 

206 

29 

1 946  ) 

206 

7 

1 945  ) Children 

202 

1 3 

1 944  ) 

150 

10 

1943  ) 

150 

29 

1942 

75 

55 

1 941  ) 

57 

61 

1 940  ) 

12 

148  • 

TOTAL  Number  of  Children 

immunised  at  any  time 
between  1 st  January,  ■]  9U0 

2,1  28 

386 

and  31  st  December.  1 954. 

Vaccination. 

i 

The  return  showing  the  number  of  persons  who  were 
vaccinated  during  the  year  gives  the  following  numbers  : - 


Age  at  31 . 1 2.  5I4. 

Under 

1 

1 to  4 

5 to  1U 

1 5 or 
over 

TOTAL  j 

Number  Vaccinated 

72 

67 

4 

3 

146 

Number  Re-Vaccinated 

1 

4 

1 

18 

25 
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SANITARY  Cl  ECU,  13 TARGES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Public  Health  Deparl 
Council  Offices,! 
Herne  Bay. 


May,  1 955. 


To  the  Chairman  and.  Members  of  the 

Herne  Bay  Urban  District  Council . 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  pleased  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1 95U,  which  covers  the  eighteenth  year  of  my  service 
at  Herne  Bay. 

Housing  a;:ain  took  first  place  as  the  major  proble: 
occupying  the  attention  of  your  staff  and  of  the  members  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Comaittee. 

Despite  the  rehousing  of  a substantial  number  of  ! 
applicants,  the  total  number  upon  the  waiting  list  now 
remains  fairljr  static.  We  may  expect  it  to  fluctuate 
around  the  300  figure  for  the  next  few  years.  Although 
there  is  little  change  in  the  overall  total  of  waiting 
applicants,  that  figure  does  not  tell  the  whole  story. 

There  are  not  now  as  many  applicants  with  urgent  housing 
need,  or  as  many  applicants  who  have  been  waiting  for  very* 
long  periods. 

The  "waiting  list1'  tends  to  become  a ’'younger1' 
one  with  a higher  proportion  of  relatively  new  applicants.  , 
Care  must  be  taken  to  discriminate  between  applicants  who 
desire  a Council  house  with  its  modern  amenities,  and  those! 
who  need  one  because  they  genuinely  lack  satisfactory 
accommodation.  Some  applicants  are  becoming  selective  in  j 
their-  choice  of  a Council  house,  and  17  tenants  voluntarily! 
gave  up  their  Council  houses  in  1 95h. 

This  all  points  to  some  easing  of  the  housing 
shortage  which,  although  far  from  solved,  is  less  acute 
than  a few  years  ago. 

With  the  large  increase  in  private  building  has 
come  the  return  of  building  quotas^  The  building  quota  for 
1955  at  Herne  Bay  is  26  units  of  accommodation.  It  has  been 
decided  to  build  some  more  flats  and  some  two  and  three 
bedroom  houses. 
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Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  release  of 
requisitioned  premises,  which  a few  years  ago  housed  71 
families  and,  by  the  end  of  1 954.  housed  only  24  families. 

The  housing  problem  is  beginning  to  change  its 
shape,  for,  with  the  easing  of  problems  of  the  waiting  list 
has  commenced  the  resumption  of  "slum  clearance".  There  is 
no  real  "slum"  property  at  Herne  Bay,  but  there  are  certain 
houses  which  are  considered  to  be  so  unfit  as  to  merit  closure 
or  demolition. 

A survey  has  to  be  completed  before  August,  1 955 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  unfit  houses  to  be  closed  or 
cleared  during  the  next  five  years. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts  became  lav/  on 
31  st  July,  1 954.  I express  a personal  opinion  when  I say 
that  it  has  been  a disappointment.  The  local  authoritjr  can 
no  longer  secure  such  comprehensive  and  complete  repair  of  a 
house  the  repairs  increase  to  which  owners  are  entitled  is 
not  adequate  if  the  conditions  of  the  increase  are  faithfully 
carried  out*  a tenant  served  with  a notice  of  increase  can 
apply  to  the  Council  for  a "certificate  of  Disrepair"  which 
will  be  granted  if  the  house  is  not  in  "good  repair"  as 
defined  by  the  Act. 

Two  tenants  only  have  yet  applied  for  certificates, 

which  were  granted. 

When  a certificate  is  granted  no  rent  increase  need 
be  paid  until  the  house  is  put  into  a state  of  "good  repair". 

There  are  undoubtedly  many  tenants  who  have  been 
required  to  pay  increased  rent  who  would  be  granted  certificates 
of  Disrepair  if  they  applied  for  them. 

The  Housing  Act,  1 949  enables  local  authorities  to 
make  grants  towards  the  cost  of  improving  sound  old  houses 
v/hich  lack  modern  amenities  and  for  conversion  of  buildings 
to  provide  more  units  of  accommodation.  The  Council  has 
recently  encouraged  application  for  improvement  grants,  and 
several  were  considered  by  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  during  1954  on  reports  submitted  to  the  Council's 
Surveyor. 


Slaughtering  and  slaughterhouses  received  unusual 
attention  during  1954,  and  the  end  of  fourteen  years  of  meat 
control  was  accompanied,  by  much  new  legislation. 

In  the  appropriate  section  of  this  report  I have 
dealt  in  some  detail  with  the  important  local  considerations 
which  arose  from  the  decontrol  of  meat. 
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In  January,  1 954  the  Interim  Report  of  the 
Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  (England 
and  Wales)  was  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  Minister  of 
Pood.  This  report  contained  many  important  recommendations 
which  have  since  been  adopted  by  the  Government,  except  those  I 
relating  to  the  compulsory  leasing  of  slaughterhouses  by  local 
authorities. 

Ministry  of  Pood  Circulars  4/54  and  5/54  announced 
some  of  the  Government’s  intentions  upon  decontrol  of  meat, 
and  Circular  10/54  reminded  local  authorities  of  matters 
afj.ec ting  the  slaughter  of  animals  and  the  inspection  of  meatl 
intended  for  human  consumption.  The  Slaughterhouses  Act, 

1954  contains  important  provisions  to  implement  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1 954 
relates  to  the  licensing  of  premises  for  slaughter  of  animals, 
empowers  the  making  of  regulations  for  securing  humane 
conditions,  and  the  licensing  of  slaughtermen.  ’ It  also 
extends  to  all  animals  the  provisions  of  the  principal  Act 
requiring  that  certain  animals  shall  be  instantaneously 
slaughtered  or  shall  be  instantaneously  rendered  insensible 
to  pain  by  stunning. 

The  provisions  relating  to  the  licensing  of 
slaughtermen  require  that  licences  shall  be  granted  annually  j 
instead  of  for  periods  of  three  years.  The  annual  licence 
must  specify  the  kind  of  animals  the  holder  is  authorised  to 
slaughter  and  the  type  of  instrument  to  be  used. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations,  1 954  re-enact  certain  provisions  of  legislation 
repealed  by  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

The  provisions  relate  to  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals 
at  slaughterhouses  and  knackers’  yards. 

The  Pood  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1 954  received  the 
Royal  Assent  on  29th  November,  1 954.  Section  28  had  immediate 
effect  upon  the  passing  of  the  Act:  it  deals  with  restriction 
of  private  slaughterhouses  and  certain  other  provisions  relatin 
to  them.  The  remaining  provisions  will  come  into  ooeration  on 
a date  to  be  appointed  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Pood. 

Prom  1st  October,  1954  it  has  been  compulsory  to 
use  caps  or  covers  overlapping  the  lips  of  containers  of 
_asteurised  milk.  Since  that  date  all  such  milk  has  to  be 
oof  tied  at  the  premises  at  which  it  is  pasteurised. 

. . This  has  brought  about 'a  big  change  in  local  milk 

distribution.  At  Kerne  Bay  there  is  a pasteurising  plant  at 
one  dairy  only,  so  all  other  milk  distributors  have  to  purchase 
pasteurised  milk  already  bottled  at  other  premises.  j 
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Once  again  I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  continued  help 
and  support.  I appreciate  the  assistance  I receive  from  the 
staff  and  Chief  Officers  of  other  departments. 

I am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  and -Housing  Department  for  their  efficient  work 
and  conscientious  interest  in  their  duties. 

I remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.J.  CLARK, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

C Z 

Housing  Manager. 


WATER. 


The  public  water  supply  provided  by  the 
Herne  Bay  Waterworks  Company  is  consistently  pure,  and 
frequent  samples  show  that  it  is  of  excellent  organic 
quality  and  bacteriological  standard. 

This  supply  is  constant  and  abundant  and  is 
derived  from  a deep  well  at  Ford.  It  is  chlorinated 
before  distribution.  The  water  is  exceedingly  hard 
and  is  therefore  not  plumb o solvent.  The  Analyst 
has  commented  upon  ^he  increased  and  progressive  - 
salinity  of  the  water  supply.  There  has  been  a 5Q& 
increase  in  salinity  since  1 943.  The  salt  content 
is  increasing  each  year  at  the  rate  of  20  parts  per 
million,  and  has  now  reached  348  parts  per  million. 

The  salt  can  just  be  detected  by  a sensitive  palate  but 
it  is  not  noticed  by  those  who  are  accustomed  to  drinking 
it  regularly.  It  is  not  in  any  way  harmful. 


There  remain  scattered  about  the  rural  area 
17  houses  served  by  wells,  springs  and  stored  rainwater. 
This  supply  is  of  doubtful  purity  and  is  often 
insufficient  during  the  summer  months.  All  other 
houses  in  the  Urban  District  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  public  mains.  There  has  beer,  steady  progress 
in  securing  the  provision  of  main  water  supply  to 
replace  supplies  from  polluted  wells,  etc.  During 
1 954  a further  12  houses  v/ere  provided  with  main  water 
supply.  In  1 938  there  were  90  houses  without  main 
water  supply,  and  that  number  was  reduced  by  1954  to  17. 

Examination  of  Fate r _Samp 1 e s . 


Public  Supply  - Samples  of  the  public  water 
supply  v/ere  taken  "every  month  during  1 954  and  the 
following  are  the  results  of  examinations  by  the 
Pathologist  and  the  County  Anal.yrt 


Bacteriological  ) 
Examination  ) 

Chemical  ) 

Examination  ) 


1 2 samples  ) 
taken  ) 

1 2 samples  ) 
taken  ) 


All 

satisfactory 

All 

satisfactory 


Two  of  the  samples  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  were  untreated  and  the  remaining 
10  samples  were  of  water  which  had  been  chlorinated. 
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Other  than  Public  Supply  - 12  samples  of 

untreated  water  were  taken  from  private  wells  and  rain- 
water storage  tanks  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination.  9 of  the 
samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  unfit  for  drinking 
purposes  unless  previously  boiled. 

One  private  well  is  temporarily  closed  following 
unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples. 


Number  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains. 

There  are  7? 077  houses  and  flats  in  the  Urban 
District,  and  all  but  17  are  supplied  from  the  public  water 
mains.  Pour  dwellings  receive  a public  water  supply  from 

outside  stand  pipes. 

Bullockstone„  Braggs  Lane,  Herne  Common  and  Hicks  Forstal. 

\A  scheme  for  the  extension  of  mains  to  provide 

a public  water  supply  to  40  properties  in  the  above  rural 
areas  was  completed  in  1 953.  By  December,  1 954  all  but 
five  of  the  properties  had  water  laid  on  from  the  new  mains. 

Knaves  Ash,  Hoath. 

In  my  report  for  1 953  I stated  that  the  Bridge- 
Blean  R.D.C.  had  recently  extended  the  water  main  from 
Maypole  to  Rushbourne.  The  Herne  Bay  U. D.C.  made  a 
contribution  of  £90.  towards  the  cost  of  the  new  main  and 
laid  a water  service  from  it  to  serve  three  properties  at 
Knaves  Ash.  The  furthermost  cottage  is  260  yards  from  the 
main,  and  the  total  cost  to  the  Council  (including  the 
contribution  to  the  Bridge-Blean  R.D.C.)  was  £230.  These 
three  cottages  were  previously  served  by  a polluted  shallow 
well  which  is  to  be  closed. 

Grays  Farm  and  Cottages  ) 

Pare  Farm  and  Cottages.  ) 

The  Bridge --Ble'&n  R.  D.  C.  has  also  extended  a 
water  main  at  Marshside  to  within  a short  distance  of  Grays 
Farm  and  Cottages.  A water  service  has  been  laid  from  the 
extended  main  as  far  as  Oare  Farm- - some  considerable  dis- 
tance from  Marshside.  This  service , laid  with  an 
agricultural  grant,  is  within  easy  reach  of  seven  properties 
which  lack  a satisfactory  water  supply.  It  is  hoped  that 
a water  service  will  be  laid  on  to  each  of  them  during  1 955. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  are  now  155  properties  which  are  not 
connected  with  the  Town's  sewerage  system.  11 4 of  these 
are  served  by  cesspools  and  41  by  pail  closets.  The 
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cesspools  are  emptied  by  the  Council,  but  occupiers  are 
responsible  for  the  disposal  of  the  contents  of  pail 
closets.  The  number  of  houses  drained  to  cesspools  has 
increased  as  new  houses  with  cesspool  drainage  were 
constructed  during  1 95U. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  to  the  arrange- 
ments for  final  disposal  of  sewage  but  improvements  at  the 
May  Street  Sewage  Works  are  under  consideration.  Sewage 
mainly  from  Beltinge,  Herne  and  Broomfield  areas  passes 
to  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  at  May  Street 
situated  at  the  eastern  part  of  the  Urban  District.  Sev/age 
from  the  remainder  of  the  district  passes  by  gravity,  or  is 
pumped,  to  a disintegrator  station  at  the  East  Cliff  and 
thence  to  the  sea.  It  is  intended  to  provide  a small 
purification  plant  at  the  Council’s  Reculver  Camp,  which 
will  produce  a satisfactory  effluent  for  discharge  into 
the  sea.  At  present  there  is  a large  cesspool  which 
needs  continuous  emptying  at  considerable  expense  through- 
out the  camping  season. 

A house  at  Studd  Hill,  without  a drainage  system 
and  served  by  a pail  closet,  was  provided  with  a water 
closet  and  a drainage  system  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

\ 

At  29  occupied  dwellings,  choked  drains  were 
cleansed  as  a result  of  service  of  Informal  Notices.  At 
a further  22  properties  drains  were  repaired  or  relaid  by 
informal  action.  At  Mortimer  Street  it  was  necessary  for 
the  Council  to  relay  a portion  of  a sewer  at  the  expense 
of  the  owners  of  the  I4  houses  which  drain  to  the  sewer. 

This  work  was  carried  out  after  service  of  formal  Notices 
under  Section  2k  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Tests  were  carried  out  upon  house  drainage 
systems  at  the  request  of  their  owners,  and  upon  payment 
of  the  Council’s  fees  - which  vary  from  one  to  three 
guineas  per  test. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Wantsum  forms  the  south-eastern  boundary 
of  the  district  before  it  passes  to  the  sea  and  is  free  from 
pollution. 


The  watercourse  about  which  complaints  are  made 
from  time  to  time,  is  at  the  western  side  of  the  town, 
Hampton  Brook.  It  is  liable  to  be  polluted  in  various  ways, 
and  in  dry  summers  it  becomes  stagnant.  It  would  become  a 
breeding  place  for  insect  pests  if  not  frequently  sprayed. 
Part  of  Hampton  Brook  was  culverted  in  1 953. 


Pollution  of  a stream  by  liquid  drainage  from 
pea  silage  has  created  an  unpleasant  nuisance  which  is  also 
receiving  the  attention  of  the  Kent  River  Catchment  Board. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Council  has  an  arrangement  by  which  external 
urinals  and  water  closets  at  six  licensed  premises  are 
allowed  to  remain  open  beyond  licensing  hours  for  use  by 
the  public.  The  daily  lighting  and  cleansing  of  the  six 
conveniences  is  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

A long  delayed  improvement  has  at  last  been  carried 
out  at  the  Pox  oc  Hounds  Inn,  Herne  Common.  The  premises 
had  an  unsatisfactory  urinal  and  no  closets  for  either  men 
or  women.  During  1 95U,  glazed  urinals  were  installed  and 
two  water  closets  constructed  - one  for  each  sex.  This 
improvement  was  made  possible  by  the  extension  of  the  water 
main  along  Herne  Common. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  13  public  conveniences  for  men  and  women  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Health  Department.  These 
conveniences  have  approximately  a million  users  a year. 

Four  for  women  and  three  for  men  have  turnstiles,  and  the 
remainder  have  independent  coin  locks  upon  entry  doors. 

During  1 95U  cage  pattern  turnstiles  at  Parade 
and  Tower  Ladies’  Conveniences  were  replaced  by  turnstiles 
of  a low  type  which  are  much  easier  to  operate.  No 
complaints  have  since  been  received,  whereas  complaints 
were  frequently  made  about  the  cage  pattern  turnstiles  at 
these  conveniences. 

Wash  and  brush-up  facilities  are  available  at 
five  women’s  conveniences  and  at  four  of  the  men’s.  A 
charge  of  5d.  is  made  for  this  service  which  provides  hot 
water,  soap  and  a clean  linen  towel.  Towels  are  laundered 
privately  at  a lower  rate  than  the  commercial  laundry. 

There  are  slipper  baths  at  two  of  the  conveniences, 
one  for  men  and  one  for  women.  During  the  summer  months  the 
baths  and  wash  and  brush-up  facilities  are  used  by  approxi- 
mately 1,200  persons  each  week. 

Receipts  from  public  conveniences  are  slightly  less 
than  the  cost  of  wages  of  cleaners  and  attendants.  It  is 
intended  during  1 955  to  reduce  labour  costs  by  further 
economies  which  will  be  made  mainly  in  the  winter. 
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During  1 955  conveniences  for  both  sexes  will  be 
constructed  at  the  William  Street  Car  Park,  to  serve  the 
shopping  area  and  car  park.  It  has  been  decided  to 
construct  conveniences  for  both  sexes  upon  a site  at  Herne, 
where  they  will  also  be  available  to  persons  using  the 
recreation  ground.  These  should  be  completed  in  1 955. 

There  has  been  difficulty  in  securing  a suitable 
site  for  proposed  conveniences  at  Beltinge. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Council’s 
Surveyor.  Domestic  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from 
dwelling-houses  and  conveyed  by  modern  covered  moving-floor 
vehicles  to  the  Refuse  Tip  at  Broomfield.  Following  a 
local  enquiry  conducted  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  in  October,  1 952,  the  tip  is  to  be 
enlarged  by  Uo  acres. 

Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  at  an 
additional  cost  of  £1 ,500  per  annum. 

Marketable  products  are  removed  and  the  remainder 
of  the  refuse  is  tipped  in  layers  and  covered  at  the  end  of 
each  day. 

The  collection  of  refuse  from  hotels,  restaurants 
and  some  trade  premises  is  carried  out  more  frequently  than 
once  a week. 

The  Surveyor’s  men  engaged  upon  refuse  collection 
notify  the  Health  Department  of  any  defective  or  unsatisfac- 
tory dustbins,  or  of  houses  without  dustbins.  Notices  are 
then  served  upon  owners  or  occupiers,  to  provide  satisfactory 
bins  of  the  -type  prescribed  by  the  byelaws.  During  1 95U, 

11  U dustbins  were  supplied  by  owners  and  occupiers  upon 
informal  intimation  that  such  were  required.  In  one 
instance  only  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a statutory  notice 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1 936  (Section 
75);  in  that  instance  the  dustbin  was  supplied  by  the 
Council  in  default  of  the  owner,  from  whom  the  cost  will 
ultimately  be  recovered. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  


6,699 
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Total  number  of  interviews  at  the 
office  with  property  owners,  housing 
applicants,  tenants,  traders  and 
others  1 ,446 

Number  of  notices  served  - Statutory  . 11 

" " " " - Informal  . . 427 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  - INSPECTIONS,  <5bC. 


busing.  Drainage  and  Nuisances  : 


Survey  of  unfit  houses  and  occupied  basement  dwellings  ...  115 

Inspections  and  revisits  for  repairs  and  cleanliness  505 

To  remedy  nuisances,  disinfestation  and  cleansing 1 41 

To  abate  qver crowding 28 

Water  supply,  drainage  and  closet  accommodation  239 

Inspections  to  investigate  complaints  of  sub-standard 

holiday  accommodation 12 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection  : 

Visits  made  re  Infectious  Diseases 24 

Houses  disinfected 24 

Mattresses  and  bedding  disinfected  14 

" " 11  destroyed  7 

bod  Premises  : 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  and  Confectionery  Shops  9 

’’  Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  48 

" Dairies  . , 1 09 

" " Farms  3 

" Fish  Shops  (Wet  and  Fried) 67 

" Grocery,  Greengrocery  and  Fruiterers  67 

” Hotels  and  Restaurants 46 

,f  Ice  Cream  Premises  . . 35 

l!  Other  Food  Premises  6 

Samples  collected  - (Milk,  Ice  Cream  and  Water)  287 


factories.  Shops  and  Cinemas  : 


Factories  and  Outworkers’  Premises  

Shops  (Health  and  comfort  of  Shopworkers) 

Cinemas  


29 

16 

21 


continued  over 


SUMMARY  OP  VISITS  - INSPECTIONS,  &C. 
i continued 


i 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and  Visits  : 


i 

i 


! 


i 


i 


Accumulations,  Nuisances  and  the  keeping  of  Animals 

Ditches,  Watercourses  and  Ponds  

Public  Mortuary * 

Public  Conveniences ’ * ’ 

Rat  and  Mice  Infestations  * 

Abatement  of  Smoke  Nuisances  

Camping  Sites  and  Gipsy  Caravans  

Provisions  of  satisfactory  Dustbins * ! .*  * 

Insect  Pests  

Other  Public  Health  purposes  [ * 

Pet  Shops  ’ 


1 4l 

49 

66 

1 1 04 

1 72| 

26 

314 

368 

173 

203 

4 


Number  of _ Inspections  made  upon  receipt  of  complaints  660 

Routine  Visits  and  Inspections  (not  complaints)  2268 

Re-visits  to  ensure  compliance  with  requirements  ...!!!’’’ 269$ 
Number  of  Inspections  to  investigate  living  conditions  I 

. of  Housing  Applicants 2ll 

visits  to  supervise  flood  damage  repairs ] 302 


SUMMARY  OP  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 
Drainage  and  Sanitation  : 

Tail  closets  abolished  and  premises  connected  to  sewer  1 

Drains  tested  * * 

Waste  water  soakaways  ab  dished*  * .*  .* * ! .*  .*  ’ ’ . *.  * * * * ‘ * ’ ’ * * #*  [ 

Drains  and  private  sewers  re-laid  or  repaired*.*.*!!.’!!!.’!.*!  8 

Choked  drains  cleared  on  one  or  more  occasion 29  I 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  or  repaired  ..!!!!!!!!!!!!  H 
Water  closets  constructed  or  fittings  repaired  or  renewed.  15  I 

Defective  and  worn  sinks  and  wastepipes  replaced  10  j 

Soil  Pipes/Vent  Pipes  renewed  or  repaired ! flj'J 


Dampness  Remedied  : 

Roofs,  gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  

Dampness  remedied  by  insertion  of  dampcourses*,  ’ 

; rendering,  etc. 

j General  defects  remedied  : 


Floor  repaired,  ventilation 
Walls  rebuilt  


improved  and  dry  rot 

eradicated 


28 

16 


! 


14 

3 


General  defects  remedied  (continued) 

Walls  repointed 4 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  4 

Window  frames,  sashcords,  etc.  repaired  or  renewed  74 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Stoves  and  Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  13 

Wash  coppers  repaired  1 

Ventilation  of  habitable  rooms  improved  

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  38 

External  wood  and  ironwork  repainted  5 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  rooms  cleansed  8 

Hot  water  systems  installed  1 

Miscellaneous  Defects  or  other  matters  dealt  with  : 

Dirty  conditions  remedied  or  improved  

Overcrowding  abated  28 

Ditches  and  watercourses  cleansed  and  regraded  13 

Drainage  pollution  nuisances  at  ditches  abated  6 

Piggeries  - sanitary  conditions  improved 1 

Accumulations  removed  9 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  5 

Animal  nuisances  abated  6 

Dustbins  provided  by  owners  or  occupiers  after 

Informal  Notice  and  one  Statutory  Notice  115 

Disinfestation  : 

Houses  disinfested  of  fleas  and  bugs  7 

Verminous  bedding  destroyed  1 

Treatment  applied  for  destruction  of  other  insect  pests  . 36 

Premises  treated  for  destruction  of  rats  or  mice  110 

Water  Supply  ' 

Premises  at  which  water  was  laid  on  to  replace 

unwholesome  supply  12 

Food  Premises  : 

Drainage  improved  2 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  2 

Refrigerator  chamber  installed  1 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  1 

Sink  and  hot  water  supply  provided 2 


36. 

FACTORIES  ACTS.  1957  and  1 QU8. 

The  following  tables  give  the  prescribed 
particulars  which  are  required  to  be  furnished  by  Section  128 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1 937,  with  respect  to  matters  under 
Part  I of  the  Act,  which  is  administered  by  the  District 
Council.  (Part  I - Section  1 - Inspections  for  purposes  of 
provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors);  Section  II  - Cases  in  which  defects 
were  found  : - 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (made 

by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

j In spec - 
1 tions 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

: ' f 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

a) 

Factories  in 
which  Sections 
1,2,3,  U,  and 
6 are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local 

Authorities. 

1 2 

1 0 

_ 

; 41 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in 
(i)  in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

28 

{ 

(iii) 

Other  premises 
in  which 

Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(x)  excluding 
outworkers’ 
premises. 

} 

: 

i 

TOTAL 

1 01 

38 

1 i 

j 

- 

i. e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103(l),  Institutions 
(Section  1 0Z+)  and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and 
Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and 
1 08). 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Found 

in 

1 95U 

Remedied 
(found 
prior  to 

195U) 

Referred 

To  H.  M.  i By  K.  I/I. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

ant  of 
leanliness 

- 

3 

vercrowding 

- 

- 

- 

nreasonable 

amperature 

- 

nadequate 

antilation 

- 

nef fee  tive 
rainage  of 
loors 

anitary 
anveniences  : 
a)  Insufficient 

- ■ * • *f 

a)  Unsuitable 
or 

defective 

6 

1 2 

a)  Not  separ- 
ate for 
sexes 

- 

- 

— — - 

- 

"her  offences 
;ainst  the  Act 
lot  including 
Tfences 
slating  to 
itworkj 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

■ - 

9 

2 

i 

te:  In  addition  to  the  above,  at  one  factory  washing  facilities 

were  improved. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


Five  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  The  most  persistent  offender  is  the  chimney 
of  a laundry  which  has  a vertical  Cochrane  boiler.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  when  the  wind  is  in  a particular  direction, 
smoke  and  grit  emission  is  a considerable  annoyance  to 
residents  at  a block  of  nearby  terraced  houses.  It  is 
probable  that  expansion  of  business  has  resulted  in  the 
boiler  having  to  work  beyond  its  capacity.  It  is  the 
intention  to  instal  a larger  boiler  in  connection  with  a 
rebuilding  scheme.  In  the  meantime,  the  advice  of  the 
Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  has  been  sought,  and  their  fuel 
engineer  has  spent  several  days  at  the  factory.  The  problem  j 
is,  as  yet,  unsolved,  but  is  receiving  constant  consideration. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Sixteen  visits  were  made  to  shop  premises  re  health 
and  comfort  of  shop  workers,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act,  -1  950;  some  defects  and  deficiencies  were  noted  and 
remedied  by  informal  action. 

No  complaints  were  received  concerning  unsatisfactory 
offices,  and  no  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  observed  during 
routine  visits  to  premises  with  office  accommodation. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  twelve  licensed  camping  sites  in  the 
Urban  District  which  accommodated  1 , 002  caravans  when  a 
census  was  taken  in  August,  1 95h  at  the  peak  of  the  camping 
season.  A new  site  at  Studd  Farm  was  licensed  in  1 954  for 
1 2 tents  only  after  a successful  appeal  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act.  The  London  Boys  Camp  at  Hillborough 
is  also  completely  under  wcanvas". 

With  an  average  of  three  persons  per  caravan  there 
must  be  some  3,000  people  at  caravan  sites  alone  during  the 
holiday  season,  in  addition  to  the  considerable  number  of 
people  who  occupy  tents,  especially  during  school  holidays. 

The  largest  camp  is  conducted  by  the  Council 
upon  two  sites  at  Reculver.  The  camp  upon  the  largest 
site  south  of  Reculver  Towers  is  well  provided  with 
amenities  and  useful  facilities.  It  has  an  ample  number 
of  water  closets,  ablution  basins,  as  well  as  showers  and 
footbaths,  all  of  which  are  contained  in  two  spacious  brick 
buildings  - one  for  each  sex.  There  are  also  facilities  for 
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washing  of  personal  clothing  - very  necessary  where  there 
are  children  upon  a holiday  of  more  than  one  week.  It  is 
intended  to  make  similar  arrangements  at  the  Council’s 
site  at  the  west  of  Reculver  Towers  where  there  are  now 
water  closets,  wash  basins  and  urinals  in  temporary  buildings. 

The  occupation  of  all  tents  and  caravans  upon 
licensed  sites  is  restricted  to  the  period  from  1st  May  to 
31 st  October  in  each  year. 

Seven  licensed  sites  have  water  closets  with 
drainage  systems  discharging  into  the  public  sewers;  at 
the  remaining  four  sites,  the  drainage  discharges  into 
cesspools  as  no  sewers  are  available.  As  already 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report,  it  is  intended  to 
provide  a small  sewage  purification  plant  at  the  Council’s 
Reculver  Camping  Sites. 

Licenced  sites  are  generally  of  a good  type  as 
the  Council  insists  upon  high  standards  of  sanitation, 
cleanliness  and  general  good  management.  Frequent 
inspections  are  made  throughout  the  summer  months  to 
ensure  that  the  standard  is  maintained.  At  a new  site 
there  was  a tendency  to  slightly  exceed  the  permitted 
number  of  caravans.  One  such  breach  of  the  licensing 
conditions  was  dealt  with  during  1 95U. 

Occupiers  of  camps  are  encouraged  to  provide 
adequate  artificial  lighting,  especially  at  Camp 

conveniences. 

The  following  licensed  sites  are  in  regular  use 
during  the  summer  months.  Figures  in  brackets  show  the 
number  of  caravans  at  each  site  when  a census  was  taken  in 

August,  1 954  i- 

(51 h)  Two  Herne  Bay  Urban  District  Council  Camps, 

Reculver:  (west  and  south  of  Reculver  Towers) 
(U3)  Burrell’s  Camping  Bite,  Fairfax  Drive 
(2i ) Camp  at  Coastguard  House,  Swalecliffe 
(73)  Camp  at  “Waterways ",  Tea  Gardens,  Reculver 
(118)  Cliff  Pavilion,  Glenbervie  Drive,  Beltinge 
(50)  Cliff  Top,  Standard  Avenue,  Studd  Hill  Estate 
(35)  S.W.  Farrow's  Camp,  Reculver 
(90)  Kendall’s  Camp,  Beltinge 

London  Boys’  Camp,  Hillborough  (Tents  only) 

(50)  Westbrook  Camp,  Sea  Street 

Studds  Farm,  Whitstable  Road  (Tents  only) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  was  an  unlicensed 
site  at  Keats  Farm  with  7 caravans. 
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During  the  year  a licence  to  site  a caravan  at 
Grove  Farm,  Bullockstone,  was  renewed  for  a period  of  one 
year.  A licence  for  a caravan  at  Great  Ruckinge, 

Thorndenwood  Road,  was  renewed  for  six  months,  to  expire 
on  June  30th,  1 955. 

During  the  school  holidays  numerous  tented  camps 
are  set  up  by  Youth  Organisations,  which  are  exempted  from 
the  licensing  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  These 
camps  are  usually  very  well  organised  and  conducted.  They 
justify  the  confidence  placed  in  the  Organisations  by  the 
exemption  from  licensing. 

Abbot swood  Estate,  at  the  west  end  of  the  town, 
v/ as  sold  as  building  plots  many  years  ago,  but  has  not  been 
developed.  In  the  past  it  has  been  a favourite  site  for 
gipsy  caravans,  but  is  now  little  used  by  gipsies,  probably 
because  a substantial  fence  has  been  erected  along  the  road- 
side flanking  the  estate.  Some  of  the  plot  owners  make  use 
of  their  sites  for  short  period  camping  during  summer  holidays. 


SWIMMING  POOLS. 

There  is  one  swimming  pool  in  the  town,  at  a 
private  hotel;  the  water  for  this  pool  is  drawn  from  a well, 
which  is  polluted,  but  which  is  rendered  harmless  to  bathers 
by  chlorination. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  AND  FLEAS. 

During  the  past  year,  two  houses  were  treated  for 
destruction  of  bugs,  and  five  for  destruction  of  fleas. 

There  is  a definite  improvement  in  the  general 
standard  of  cleanliness,  and  verminous  houses  are  not 
encountered  as  frequently  as  in  the  past.  Very  occasionally 
one  finds  a filthy  or  verminous  house  nowadays.  When  I 
entered  the  Health  Service  26  years  ago  such  conditions 
were  encountered  almost  daily  in  working  class  districts. 

Before  the  occupation  of  a house  owned  or 
controlled  by  the  Council,  the  incoming  tenant’s  furniture 
is  examined  for  evidence  of  vermin. 


INSECT  PESTS. 

Thirty  six  applications  were  received  and  dealt 
with  for  the  destruction  of  furniture  beetles,  flies,  cock- 
roaches, ants,  moths  and  wasps  nests.  In  addition,  ponds 


and  streams  were  sprayed  for  the  destruction  of  mosquitoes,  etc. 


Furniture  beetle  - commonly  known  as  "woodworm”  - 
are  still  prevalent.  They  seem  to  be  particularly  active 

throughout  East  Kent. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


A free  service  is  provided  by  the  Council  to  occupiers 
of  dwelling-houses  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  Half 
the  cost  of  operating  the  service  is  recovered  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  but  a charge  is  made  at 
business  premises  as  these  are  not  recognised  by  the  Ministry 
for  grant  purposes. 


During  the  year  under  review  i i 0 premises  were 
treated  for  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  In  the  autumn  of 
1 95U,  there  was  an  abnormal  increase  in  the  number  of  rats. 
733  dead  rats  were  picked  up,  and  since  a proportion  only  of 
the  exterminated  rats  are  seen,  a conservative  estimate  of 
the  total  "kill"  would  be  at  least  1,200  rats. 


Treatment  was  applied  for  rat  destruction  at  : 

Degree  of  infestation 


.Major  Minor 


Private  dwellinghouses  6U  9 

Business  premises  6 

Farms  - 2 

Refuse  Tip  - 9 

Other  Council  properties  3 

Roadside  ditches  - 1 


Treatment  was  applied  for  mice  destruction  at  : 

Private  dwellinghouses  - 15 

Business  premises  - 1 

A "major"  infestation  is  one  where  there  are  1 2 or 
more  rats.  Less  than  that  number  is  regarded  as  a "minor" 

infestation. 


It  was  not  necessary  during  the  war  to  serve  any 
statutory  notices  to  secure  destruction  of  rats  at  infested 

premises. 


Accumulations  were  removed  frequently  throughout 
the  year  from  undeveloped  land,  for  if  allowed  to  remain, 
they  afford  harbourage  for  rats  and  mice. 
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RAT  DESTRUCTION  IN  SEWERS. 

The  sewers  are  treated  regularly  twice  each  year 
and,  during  1 954,  the  first  treatment  was  applied  in  June. 

1 cP/o  of  the  manholes  in  seven  sewerage  sections  were  then 
test-baited,  and  bat  was  taken  from  9 manholes  in  four 
sections  only.  The  manholes  were  subsequently  treated  with 
poisoned  bait. 

The  second  treatment  was  applied  in  October, 
when  15  manholes  in  the  four  sections  found  to  be  infested 
in  May  were  again  baited.  The  cost  of  both  treatments 
was  £11  6.  1 8.  3.,  half  of  which  is  recoverable  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Most  of  the  sewerage  system  is  found  to  be 
consistently  free  from  rats-  the  exception  is  in  the  town 
area,  and  at  Studd  Hill  where  a few  rats  are  usually  to 
be  found.  There  is  evidence  from  time  to  time  that  these 
sewers  become  infested  from  the  surface  by  way  of  defective 
drains. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  November, 
1 951 , is  intended  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling 
materials,  for  which  purpose  a local  authority  must  : 

(a)  Consider  the  granting,  renewing  or  withholding 
of  licences  for  premises  relating  to  rag  flock. 

(b)  Carry  out  inspections  of  registered  and  licensed 
premises  as  often  as  may  appear  to  be  necessary. 

(c)  Grant  certificates  of  registration  in  respect  of 
premises  using  filling  materials  to  which  the 
Act  applies. 

(d)  Take  proceedings  for  offences  under  the  Act. 

Four  premises  in  the  Urban  District  are 
registered  under  the  Act.  One  of  these  was  registered 
for  the  first  time  in  1 95U. 
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H0U3 ING 

1 .  - INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(l  ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  149 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  567 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  in 


sub-head  _(l  ) above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1 925  and  1 932  None 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose None 


(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  

2.  - REMEDY  OF  DETECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OP  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses 
rendered  fi't  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

Officers 

3.  - ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YE^R. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  1 0 and  1 6 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(l  ) Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  owners Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners 


8 


1 41 


52 


2 


1 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(l  ) Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  owners . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  and 


25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 936,  and  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 
1 953  : 

(l  ) Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 


which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  None 


(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  represented 
as  unfit  and  not  repairable  at 
reasonable  expense  under  Section  11  of 
the  Act  and  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

(Houses  closed  for  human  habitation] 
includes  one  represented  in  1948  and 
closed  in  1 954  when  it  became  vacant)  3 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  houses  voluntarily 

demolished  by  owners * 1 

(5)  Number  of  houses  subsequently  made  fit.  None 

(6)  Number  of  unfit  houses  represented 
for  demolition  under  the  clearance 
order  procedure  of  Section  25  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1 936  5 


NOTE:  Houses  closed  for  human  habitation  were  Park  View, 
Herne;  No.  1 , Beach  Street,  and  Bleangate  Farm. 

The  ruins  of  Hatch  Cottage,  Bel tinge,  were 
demolished  by  the  owner  - it  had  been  extensively- 
damaged  by  fire. 


<*•  *. 
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Houses  represented  for  demolition  under 
clearance  order  procedure  were  Nos.  11  - 15, 

Beach  Street. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  :- 

(l  ) Number  of  separate  tenants  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing 
Orders  were  determined*  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil 

4.  HOUSING  ACT.  1956  - PART  IV  - OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year.  14 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  23 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  86 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year 19 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 28 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  v/hich  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

25  overcrowded  families  were  re-housed  by 
the  Council.  There  remain  14  known  cases  of  over- 
crowding, which  will  be  remedied  as  more  houses  are  built. 


REQUISITIONED  DWELL IN GS . 

In  April,  1952  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  appointed  a working  party  to  report  upon 
requisitioned  properties. 

The  working  party  had  issued  an  Interim  Report 
in  October  of  that  year  recommending  the  release  by 
specified  dates  of  all  dwellings  held  on  requisition.  The 
Report  was  considered  at  a special  meeting  of  the  Housing 
Committee  when  it  was  decided  that  25%  of  all  houses  to.be 
constructed  would  be  used  for  transferring  tenants  to 
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release  requisitioned  houses. 

In  December,  1953  the  Second  Interim  Report  was 
considered  by  the  Housing  Committee.  It  was  then  decided 
to  rehouse  tenants  of  requisitioned  houses  and  flats  at 
35  of  the  71  houses  to  be  constructed  at  Greenhill.  It 
is  intended  to  release  all  requisitioned  properties  by 
December,  1 956,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Second  Interim  Report. 

During  1956,  29  tenants  of  requisitioned  houses 
and  flats  were  rehoused  as  follows 

By  the  Council  - 24  tenants  rehoused 

Without  the  Council’s 

assistance  - 5 tenants  rehoused 

At  the  end  of  1 954  there  remained  a balance  of 
24  families  at  1 7 requisitioned  houses.  5 of  these 
tenants  are  expected  to  rehouse  themselves  without  the 
Council’s  assistance.  To  judge  the  progress  already  made 
in  the  release  of  requisitioned  houses,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  there  were  71  families  housed  at  requisitioned 
premises,  and  that  number  was  reduced  to  24  by  December,  1954. 


NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  AND  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION . 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 
and  the  number  under  construction  on  31st  December,  1954 
was  as  follows 


Number 

Number  under 

Houses  erected  by  : 

erec  ted 

construct  ion  * 

' ! 

The  Local  Authority 

50 

33 

Other  Bodies  and  Persons 

179 

1 00 

TOTALS 

229 

133 

.e  -•  _ - - JZ~- 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  OWNED  BY  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local 
Authority  at  31  st  December  1 954  was  6*^0.  The  number 
includes  167  pre-war  three  bedroom  houses,  and  12  miscellaneous 
pre-war  properties.  The  balance  includes  362  post-war 
houses,  40  post-war  flats  and  49  prefabricated  bungalows. 

The  362  post-war  houses  are  mainly  of  the  three 
bedroom  type,  but  there  are  some  with  two  bedrooms  and  a 
few  with  four  bedrooms.  - fl 
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In  December,  1953  there  remained  33  uncompleted 
houses  from  a programme  to  construct  71  houses  at  Greenhill. 
Work  had  also  commenced  upon  a further  4 houses  at  Greenhill. 

I The  completion  of  these  37  houses  will  terminate  the 
Council's  building  programme  at  Greenhill. 

Rents  of  Council  houses  (including  rates)  vary 
from  l9/6d  per  week  for  a pre-war  three  bedroom  house  to 
32/l Id  per  week  for  a three  bedroom  post-war  house.  A 

! differential  rent  scheme  received  consideration  during  1 954. 
After  much  information  had  been  obtained  from  tenants  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Treasurer  and  Accountant, 
it  was  decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  matter  at  present. 


SUB-LETTING  AT  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  Council  makes  a charge  of  5/-  per  week  for 
permitted  sub-letting  at  Council  houses,  and  2/6d  per  week 
in  respect  of  lodgers,  where  permitted. 

The  figure  fluctuates  slightly  throughout  the 
year,  but  there  is  an  average  of  8 sub-tenancies  and  9 
lodgers,  which  results  in  an  additional  income  of 
approximately  £162  per  year.  No  consent  is  given  where 
sub-letting  or  lodgers  would  cause  overcrowding. 


(INSTALLATION  OF  ELECTRICITY. 

At  the  request  of  the  tenants  some  of  the  pre- 
war Council  houses  without  electricity  have  had  a supply 
installed  upon  payment  of  a rent  increase  of  1/-  oer  week. 

POULTRY  KEEPING  AT  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Regulations  have  been  made  for  the  control  of 
poultry  keeping  at  Council  houses.  The  keeping  of  cockerels 
is  prohibited  and  hens  must  not  exceed  six  in  number. 

Hen-houses  must  be  constructed  according  to  a 

standard  design. 

The  object  of  the  regulations  and  standardised 
hen-house  is  to  ensure  that  poultry  are  not  kept  so  as  to 
become  an  unsightly  nuisance,  which  so  often  happens  when 
poultry  keeping  is  uncontrolled. 


HOUSING  OF  APPLICANTS  AND  TRANS  PER  OF  TENANTS. 


During  the  year,  52  applicants  whose  names 
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appeared  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Register,  were  housed  by 
the  Herne  Bay  Council.  In  addition,  24  existing  tenants 
were  transferred  from  requisitioned  premises  to  enable  them 
to  be  released  from  requisition.  In  all.  a total  of  76 
families  v/ere  housed,  or  rehoused  - mainly  at  G-reenhill. 

1 9 of  the  families  were  housed  at  houses  and  flats  given  up 
by  their  tenants  who  either  left  the  district  or  built  their 
own  homes. 


8 tenants  were  transferred  to  accommodation  more 
suitable  to  the  needs  of  their  growing  or  diminishing  families. 

6 exchanges  of  tenancy  v/ere'  permitted  with  tenants 
of  Council  houses  at  Canterbury,  Leeds  and  the  London  area. 

3 families  housed  by  the  Council  were  to  be  ejected 
by  order  of  the  County  Court.  One  family  was  housed  as  a 
"key-worker"'  in  a new  local  industry,  and  four  families  were 
rehoused  from  unfit  dwellings  closed  under  the  Housing  Act, 

1 936. 


During  1 954,  all  applicants  upon  the  housing 
register  who  had  been  waiting  for  a year  or  longer  were 
visited.  That  is  the  usual  practice  before  each  housing 
allocation.  Not  only  does  it  provide  up  to  date  information 
upon  the  living  condition  of  applicants;  but  it  enables  the 
housing  register  to  be  revised  by  the  deletion  of  names  of 
those  who  have  left  the  district  without  notification,  or 
who  no  longer  have  a genuine  housing  need. 


The  revised  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
contained  the  names  of  346  applicants,  256  of  whom . had  ..been 
waiting  for  at  least  a year  - most  of  them  for'several  years. 
23  of  the  applicants  do  not  at  present  live  in  the  town,  but 
work  here  or  are  in  one  of  H.M.  Services. 


The  housing  register  is  confined  to  applicants 
who  either  live  or  work  in  the  town.  It  also  includes  a 
few  regular  members  of  H.M.  Services  w ho  have  some  claim 
for  consideration  because  of  previous  residence  in  the  town, 
and  who  intend  to  settle  here  when  they  complete  their 
service.  Comparison  with  the  waiting  list  at  the  same 
months  in  recent  years  gives  the  following  interesting 
figures  :- 


December  1 953 
" 1 952 

" 1 .95 1 

195o 


323  applicants 
51 2 " 

495 

645 


In  1951  there  was  a revised  policy  affecting  the 
eligibility  of  non-resident  applicants  which  resulted  in  the 
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removal  of  many  names  from  the  register.  There  now  seems  to 
be  a "hard-core”  of  approximately  300  applicants.  It  is 
noticeable  that  applicants  are  tending  to  become  more 
"choosey",  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  have  the  . offer  of 
accommodation  rejected.  There  is  reluctance  on  the  part 
of  some  applicants  to  accept  houses  at  Greenhill.  I believe 
this  shows  that  the  housing  problem  is  becoming"  less  acute, 
although  there  are  still  a substantial  number  of  applicants 
living  under  most  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  tenancies  of  1 9 Council 
houses,  etc.  were  given  up  during  1 954.  This  is  very 
helpful,  and  provides  further  evidence  of  the  easing  of  the 
housing  position.  It  is  too  much  to  expect  -19  houses  to 
be  given  up  every  year,  but  we  might  reasonably  expect  an 
average  of  10  or  12  houses,  etc.  to  be  given  up  each  year. 

2 of  the  19  tenants  were  given  notice  to  quit,  which  they 
ob eyed. 


The  immediate  housing  programme  is  to  construct  a 
further  20,  two  and  three  bedroom  houses  at  Fitzgerald  Avenue 
20  two-bedroom  houses  at  Beaumont  Street,  6 flats  at 
Sea  Street  and  8 flats  at  Station  Chine. 

The  building  quota  for  1 955  is  26  units  of 
accommodation,  so  the  present  programme  cannot  be  completed 

until  1 956. 

It  is  anticipated  that  approximately  50  houses 
will  be  required  during  the  next  five  years  to  replace  unfit 

houses. 


MILK. 


The  number  of  dairies  and  distributors  operating 
in  the  Urban  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : 

Registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

TW9  : 


Distributors  11 

Retail  Dairies  10 


Much  of  the  milk  sold  at  Herne  Bay  - particularly 
during  the  summer  months  - is  derived  from  sources  outside 
the  town;  most  of  it  is  pasteurised  and  arrives  in  the  town 

already  bottled. 

All  milk  supplied  for  consumption  by  children  at 
school  is  either  pasteurised  or  tuberculin  tested. 


Examination  of  Samples. 


The  following  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and 
submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  examination 


Grade  of  Milk 

- . 

No.  of 

samples 

taken 

Satis- 
fac  tory 

Unsatii 

factory 

Tuberculin  tested 

76 

63 

13 

Accredited 

4 

4 

- 

Pasteurised  - 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

UU  ( 

44 

. 

Phostaphase  Test 

( 

44 

- 

Sterilised 

2 

2 

- 

Undesignated 

3 

3 

- 

There  has  been  a large  increase  in  the  number  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  samples  taken  during .1  954.  These 
samples  are  taken  on  arrival  at  retailers’  premises.  Samples 
are  taken  from  the  same  producers'  churns  in  three  consecutive 
weeks.  Strong  representations  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  concerning  samples  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  which  had  failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests. 

I had  a meeting  with  the  Provincial  Milk  Officer  as 
a result  of  these  tests.  He  suggested  that  samples  should  be 
taken  in  groups  of  three  in  three  consecutive  weeks,  and 
promised  that  special  investigations  would  be  made  by  his 
Ministry  if  more  than  one  sample  failed  in  any  given  three. 

In  that  event  it  was  also  promised  that  the  Ministry  would 
report  to  the  Council  upon  their  investigations  and  state 
what  steps  it  was  proposed  to  take  to  improve  the  unsatis- 
factory milk  supply.  In  practice  this  has  not  yet  worked 
to  the  Council's  satisfaction  as  there  has  been  a long  delay 
in  receiving  the  promised  reports.  However,  there  has  been 
insufficient  opportunity  to  test  the  arrangement  to  say  too 
much  about  it  at  present. 

Milk  Utensils  and  Milk  Bottling. 

During  the  year  utensils  of  all  kinds  were 
pathologically  tested  for  cleanliness,  and  all  were  found  to 
have  been  efficiently  cleansed. 
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I have  previously  remarked  upon  the  changing 
practice  of  retail  milk  distributors.  Three  only  now 
produce  milk  or  buy  it  in  bulk  to  bottle  upon  their  own 
premises'  the  remainder  buy  it  already  pasteurised  and 
bottled  upon  the  wholesalers’  premises. 

At  the  three  local  dairies  referred  to, 
bottling  is  done  by  machine  at  two  and  by  hand  at  the 

other  dairy. 

All  local  dairies  are  equipped  with  refrigerators 
which  helps  to  preserve  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk 
which  cannot  immediately  be  delivered  to  the  consumers. 

The  Co-op.  Society  has  installed  a large  refrigerated 
chamber  at  their  High  Street  premises  for  temporary  retention 
of  bottled  milk  pending  delivery. 

Annual  Licences  to  retail  milk  under  Special  Designation. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  to  milk 

distributors  during  1954 


Type 

of  Licence 

No: 

Dealer’s  licence 
Tested"  Milk 

to  sell  "Tuberculin 

1 0 

Dealer’s  licence 
Milk 

to  sell  "Pasteurised" 

9 

i . 

1 Dealer  s Supplementary  licence  to  sell 
"Pasteurised"  milk 

1 

Pasteurisation  Plant. 

There  is  a small  pasteurising  plant  ("Holder’' 
method)  in  the  Urban  District.  It  is  licensed  by  the 
Kent  County  Council,,  which  is  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  : 

Home  Killed  Meat. 

Slaughtering  has  not  taken  place  in  the  Urban 
District  since  1939?  except  for  an  occasional  pig  or  sheep 
slaughtered  at  an  institution  or  by  an  owner  for  his  own  use. 

Since  the  beginning  of  1953  home  killed  meat  for 
Herne  Bay  has  been  derived  mainly  from  animals  slaughtered 
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at  a large  Ministry  of  Food  abattoir  at  Canterbury. 

Carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals  are  inspected  after 
slaughtering  at  the  abbatoirs;  but  occasionally,  deep 
seated  bruising,  bone  content,  abscesses  or  other 
conditions  are  not  detected  at  the  abattoir  and  are 
dealt  with  by  your  own  inspectors,  both  of  whom  are 
qualified  inspectors  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Unsound  Food. 

The  amount  of  food  of  all  kinds  condemned  and 
surrendered  during  the  year  was  13  tons  and  33  lbs.;  this 
included  6l  8 lbs.  of  carcase  meat,  87  lbs.  of  fish  and 
591  lbs.  of  tinned  food  of  all  kinds. 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burial  or  by 
burning  at  the  local  gas  works. 

Food  Hygiene. 

Food  traders  continue  to  improve  hygiene  arrange- 
ments at  their  premises,  which  are,  throughout  the  town, 
generally  maintained  to  a satisfactory  standard.  During 
1 958,  390  visits  were  made  to  inspect  food-preparing  places 
and  restaurant  kitchens. 

Byelaws  - Food  Handling  and  Wrap-ping. 

In  1950,  the  Council  made  byelaws  under  Section  15 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  1938  for  securing  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connec- 
tion with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and 
the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air.  The  principal  byelaws 
have  since  been  amended  to  prohibit  the  wrapping  of 
unprotected  food  (other  than  uncooked  vegetables)  in  any 
newspapers,  periodicals,  magazines  and  comic  papers,  in 
such  manner  that  it  comes  into  direct  contact  with  food. 

This  amending  byelaw  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
on  the  18th  January,  1958  and  came  into  operation  on  the 
22nd  February,  1 958. 

De-control  of  l.Ieat. 

1 958  was  a year  of  great  change  in  the  control 
of  slaughtering  of  animals  and  the  marketing  of  meat 
supplies.  On  July  3rd,  at  rather  short  notice,  meat  was 
de-rationed,  giving  a free  market  in  all  types  of  meat  for 
the  first  time  since  1939. On  that  day  the  Ministry  of  Food 
ceased  to  be  responsible  for  the  slaughter  of  animals,  and 
it  became  the  duty  of  local  authorities  to  ensure  that 
sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  and  facilities  would 
be  available  to  serve  the  needs  of  their  districts. 
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At  Herne  Bay  this  presented  no  practical  difficulty 
for  there  were  U licensed  slaughterhouses,  and  a Ministry  of 
Food  abattoir  at  nearby  Canterbury.  The  local  slaughtering 
requirements  were  under  constant  review  throughout  the  whole 
year  and,  after  inspection  by  the  members  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee,  the  licences  of  three  of  four  local 
slaughterhouses  were  renewed.  The  remaining  slaughterhouse 
was  considered  to  be  unfit  for  further  use  as  such,  and  the 
licence  was  not  renewed. 

It  came  as  a surprise  to  health  officers  and  butchers 
that  private  slaughterhouses,  disused  since  1 939*  should  ever 
be  brought  back  into  use  again.  However,  when  the  Government 
announced  its  decision  to  decontrol  meat,  it  re-affirmed  its 
•intention  to  bring  about  "moderate  concentration"  of 
slaughtering  facilities  throughout  the  country  as  a long 
term  policy.  In  the  meantime,  and  probably  for  some  years, 
unsatisfactory  private  slaughterhouses  will  have  to  be  put  to 
temporary  use. 

The  problem  at  Herne  Bay  was  to  decide  to  what 
extent  the  local  needs  would  be  met  by  slaughtering  at 
Canterbury  abattoir.  An  early  meeting  with  local  butchers 
did  not  prove  very  helpful,  for  they  were  undecided  whether 
they  would  continue  to  buy  dead  meat  or  would  prefer  to 
purchase  live  animals  for  slaughter  locally.  Although 

there  seemed  to  be  a desire  to  slaughter  locally,  and 
slaughterhouses  were  licensed,  from  the  date  of  decontrol  in 
July  until  December  31st  not  a single  animal  was  slaughtered 
at  a local  slaughterhouse. 

In  November  there  was  a second  meeting,  to  which 
all  local  butchers  were  invited  for  a free  discussion  to 
enable  the  Council  to  learn  of  their  desires.  At  that 
meeting  only  one  trader  declared  that  he  would  like  to  use 
his  own  slaughterhouse  if  he  wished  to  do  so.  It  appeared 
from  the  views  expressed  by  the  traders  present  that  they 
v/ere  generally  satisfied  with  the  existing  arrangements  for 
fresh  meat  'supplies  in  Herne  Bay,  which  are  derived  mainly 
from  Canterbury  abattoir. 

Whilst  these  local  considerations  were  occupying 
the  attention  of  the  Herne  Bay  Council,,  at  Canterbury  the 
City  Council  had  to  decide  whether  to  take  over  the  former 
Ministry  of  Food  abattoir  at  Broad  Oak.  In  June  it  was 
learned  that  the  City  Council  had  decided  to  take  over  the 
abattoir,  and  the  Herne  Bay  Council  was  asked  whether  the 
abattoir  was  regarded  as  "adequate  alternative  slaughtering 
facilities  provided  by  another  authority",  and  therefore 
able  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  Herne  Bay  area.  It  was 
also  desired  to  have  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  cattle 
units  likely  to  be  slaughtered  at  Canterbury  for  Herne  Bay 
butchers  buying  live  animals  for  slaughter.  Finally,  the 
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City  Council  wished  to  know  whether  the  Herne  Bay  Council 
would  be  prepared  to  assist  if  there  should  be  a deficit  on 
the  operation  of  the  abattoir,  on  the  understanding  that  the 
local  authority  would  have  a corresponding  interest  in  any 
profit  which  may  be  made. 

The  Herne  Bay  Council  replied  that  it  could  not 
agree  to  participate  in  any  joint  scheme  for  the  operation 
of  the  Canterbury  abattoir  because  of  the  impossibility  of 
estimating  the  needs  for  slaughtering  facilities  in  the 
district  on  the  decontrol  of  meat. 

The  Council  had  already  appointed  representatives 
to  attend  several  meetings  convened  by  the  Canterbury  City 
Council,  and  it  was  agreed  to  attend  a further  meeting  of 
interested  authorities.  The  concern  of  the  Canterbury  City 
Council  about  the  operation  of  the  abattoir  was  understandable 
as  it  is  much  larger  than  is  necessary  to  serve  the  needs  of 
Canterbury  alone.  To  operate  economically  the  abattoir  must 
be  used  to  full  capacity,  or  nearly  so,  as  the  loan  charges, 
maintenance  and  operation  costs  of  a £100,000  building  are 
bound  to  be  heavy.  The  City  Council  therefore  tried  to 
ensure  that  the  abattoir  would  be  used  to  serve  the  needs  of 
neighbouring  districts  and  those  in  East  Kent  generally. 

As  the  day  approached  for  the  transfer  of  the 
abattoir  to  the  control  of  the  City  Council  there  was  less 
cause  for  concern  for  it  became  clear  that  the  abattoir  would 
be  put  to  full  use  by  the  Co-op.  Society  and  various  large 
wholesale  meat  traders.  This  altered  the  outlook  of  the 
City  Council  to  some  extent  and  there  was  less  desire  for 
active  participation  by  other  local  authorities  in  the 
running  of  the  abattoir.  By  the  end  of  1 95^4  the  City 
Council  had  agreed  in  principle  to  purchase  the  abattoir. 

Not  only  did  members  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  attend  meetings  upon  the  future  use  of  the 
abattoir,  but  they  also  inspected  it  whilst  slaughtering  was 
in  progress. 

In  December,  1 95U  the  City  Council  approved  the 
setting  up  of  a Consultative  Committee  for  the  running  of 
the  abattoir  and  invited  each  interested  local  authority  to 
appoint  a representative  to  serve  upon  the  Committee.  The 
interested  authorities  were  those  who  consider  that  the 
abattoir  is  meeting  the  needs  of  their  districts  wholly 
or  to  some  extent. 

The  Herne  Bay  U. D. C.  appointed  the  Chairman  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  to  serve  upon  the 
Consultative  Committee.  It  has  no  powers  delegated  to  it 
but  is  intended  to  serve  as  a medium  for  discussion  between 
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the  authorities  concerned.  No  recommendations  made  by 
the  Consultative  Committee  will  be  binding  until  they  have 
been  adopted  by  the  constituent  local  authorities. 

When  the  Government  implements  its  long  term 
policy  of  "moderate  concentration"  of  slaughtering,  the 
abattoir  at  Canterbury  will  undoubtedly  be  regarded  as  one 
which  serves  the  needs  of  Herne  Bay  and  other  neighbouring 

authorities. 

A meeting  was  convened  by  Canterbury  City  Council 
as  long  ago  as  May,  1 9I4.8  to  consider  the  future  use  of  the 
present  abattoir  which  was  not  then  constructed,  but  which 
the  Ministry  of  Pood  had  under  consideration.  The  meeting 
was  attended  by  a representative  of  the  Herne  Bay  Council 
and  many  other  local  authorities  in  East  Kent.  The  decision 
of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  to  construct  an  abattoir  at  Canterbury 
resulted  from  the  closure  of  unsatisfactory  private  slaughter- 
houses taken  over  and  used  by  the  Ministry  since  1 939.  The 
Herne  Bay  Council  took  a leading  part  in  securing  the 
termination  of  the  use  of  these  unfit  slaughterhouses  by  the 
Ministry. 


ICE  CREAM. 


At  the  end  of  1 95U  a total  of  110  premises  were 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  two  to  manufacture 
and  sell  ice  cream.  One  trader  only  manufactures  ice  cream, 
and  he  uses  the  "hot-mix"  method.  During  the  year  three 
new  registrations  were  approved  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice 
cream. 


EXAMINATION  OP  SAMPLES. 

2U  samples  were  submitted  for  pathological 
examination  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results 


Number  of 

Classification  in 

Samples 

Grades 

15 

Grade  I 

5 

" II 

2 

I " III 

2 

" IV 

It  will  be  noted  that  a high  proportion  of  the 
samples  reached  the  top  grade  and  only  two  samples  were 

classified  Grade  IV. 


2U  samples  were  also  submitted  for  chemical 
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examination  and  were  shown  to  have  very  good  compositional 
quality,  superior  in  all  cases  to  the  minimum  compositional 
standard  now  required  by  law.  These  results  give  confidence 
that  good  quality  ice  cream  is  produced  and  sold  to  the 
public  under  satisfactory  conditions  of  cleanliness. 


REGISTERED  FOOD  PREMISES. 

In  addition  to  the  registered  dairies  and  ice 
cream  premises  already  referred  to,  the  following  food 
premises  are  registered  under  Section  1 U of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1 938  : 

Premises  for  preparation  £.ad 
manufacture  of  sausages  or 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food  intended  for 


sale  20 

Pried  fish  shops 5 


Pood  premises  which  are  not  at  present  required 
to  be  registered  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  include 
Cafes,  Restaurants,  Bakehouses  and  Confectionery  Shops. 

Also  premises  for  the  sale  of  groceries,  provisions,  fruit, 
vegetables,  wet  fish,  etc.  , of  which  there  are  more  than  200. 

390  inspections  of  registered  and  non-registered 
food  premises  were  made  during  1 95U. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1 951  . 

This  Act  came  into  operation  upon  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1 952.  It  prohibits  the  keeping  of  a pet  shop  except 
under  the  authority  of  a licence  granted  by  the  Council. 

In  deciding  whether  to  grant  a licence,  the  Council 
must  have  regard  to  the  need  for  securing  that  there  will  be  I 
provided  : - 

(a)  accommodation  suitable  as  regards  size, 
temperature,  lighting  and  ventilation  and 
cleanliness ; 

(b)  adequate  supply  of  suitable  food  and  drink;  | 

(c)  that  all  reasonable  precautions  will  be 
taken  in  case  of  fire  and  other  emergency, 
and  that  animals  will  not  be  sold  at  too 
early  an  age. 
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Licences  designed  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
above,  and  other  conditions,  have  been  granted  by  the  Council 
permitting  the  keeping  of  pet  ahimals  shops  at  five  premises 

in  the  Urban  District,  vis 


157,  High  Street 
1 1 , Sea  Street 
144,  Mortimer  Street 
1 9,  East  Street 
82,  Reculver  Road 


THE  EAST  KENT  FLOODS, 


The  Annual  Report  for  1 953  contained  a detailed 
account  of  the  effects  of  the  disastrous  storm  and  floods 
which  affected  the  town  in  January  of  that  year. 

The  work  of  repairing  flood  damaged  properties, 
settling  of  claims  for  damage  or  destruction  of  private 
chattels,  business  stock  and  equipment,  etc. , was  completed 
in  October,  1 954  when  the  local  Flood  Relief  Committee  was 

disbanded. 


FLOOD  DAMAGED  PREMISES. 

These  had  all  been  repaired  by  the  end  of  the  year 
at  a cost  of  nearly  £40,000,  together  with  £4,224  compensation 
for  unrepairable  houses.  The  following  were  the  premises 

repaired,  etc. 

Dwellings  and  Business  Premises  - 297 

Dwellings  compensated  for  as  a 

total  loss  - 2 

Premises  repaired  through  the 

Churches  Main  Committee  - 2 


CONTENTS  OF  PRIVATE  A HD  BUSINESS  PREMISES. 

644  claims  were  investigated,  assessed  and  settled 
upon  a basis  which  was  just  and  often  generous. 


COST  OF  FLOOD  DAMAGE  REPAIRS  AID  RESTORATION. 

The  total  cost  of  repairs  to  flood  damaged 
properties  and  restoration  of  flood  damaged  contents, 
amounted  to  £107,487.  The  whole  of  the  cost  was  borne  by 


the  Lord  Mayor’s  Flood  and  Distress  Fund  which  absorbed  the 
local  fund  organised  by  Councillor  T. S.  Pettman,  as  the 
Chairman  of  the  Council  when  the  floods  occurred.  He  was 
also  Chairman  of  the  local  Flood  Relief  Committee  responsible 
for  disbursing  the  above  substantial  relief  to  flood  victims. 

The  sum  quoted  above  does  not  represent  the  total 
cost  of  reinstating  all  flood  damage  at  Herne  Bay.  Some 
damage  was  covered  by  insurance,  and  some  occurred  to 
property  whose  owners  were  not  regarded  as  eligible  for 
assistance  from  the  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund. 

The  Council  did  not  receive  any  assistance  from 
Fund  for  repair  of  damage  to  the  sea  front  and  properties 
thereon. 
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